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Pas Hetfoluticinized Decora¬
tive ,/lrt aqd GiVen
Wcniei] a IleW In¬

terest in Life.
The elevation of thfJ Poster to a place !n

art Is one of the Interesting signs of the
aesthetic wave that -set In ten years ago.
The poster has nov? become an article of

vertu. We have collectors, exhibitions,
Poster clubs, and Poster connoisseurs. The

initial Impulse of tfrIs movement started
about the time that Oscar Wilde began to

lecture and succeeded 'n popularizing the
decorative side of arv- The first outbreak
confined Itself to mug's and horseshoes and
dinner plates and dados. Then It swung
eff to tiles and dinner menus and pro¬

grammes and souvenii'S. But none of these

things had the exhll'ltory chance of the

poster. They could n>ot get Into the great
public gajlery of the Street, and they did

not offer the wide range for novelty and

originality that commerce conferred upon
the poster.

It ought to be said that up to this time
the poster had been opie of the abominations
of the earth. It glared and grinned and

shocked with vulgar purpose wherever there
was a coalyard fence. It was undecoratlve,
brutally realistic or photographically Inane.

The men who made i t were held to the
conventional straight lines of the fellow
who had something to sell.
The Idea that it rn.ight be made to ex¬

press the new desire t'Oi line and color that
Whistier In England and Cheret in Paris
had Insisted upon was; first seized In Paris,
where art in every detail Is a trifle more

defiant than elsewhert- It is notable that
the theatre and magazine, l-epresentlng
drama and literature, were the first and
the most liberal recogn izers of the new pos¬
sibilities of the poster. The first requisite
of it was to catch the e Ve. And it was dis¬
covered that it was originality In line and

color that did it. For t his the advertisers
had to £o to genuine ar tists who could in¬
vent.
The result was a complete breaking away

from the old restriction^- In nothing was

there such an opportunit y to kick over the
traces of a galling conventionality as in the
poster, whose first purp ose was to arrest
attention. Here was th<- chance for every
shade of restless geniuf to say his say in
whatever lines or tints li is gambolling fancy
chose. Here also was thv° chance for hidden
art to come straight to the people.
What wonder that amo "S the first to leap

Into the new arena were i'he symbolists and
soothsayers of decoration', the Beardsleys
and small Brownings of the crayon, with
candlesticks and color critasthrophes and
liberty run altogether to chinoiseries. But
they aid this for the strug gling poster; they
drew the eye of wonder and astonishment
upon It, and seeing that Interest was awak¬
ened, both literature and art went into the
business seriously.
In less than three year?> a revolution in

coalyard fences set in. It might be called
the apotheosis of dead wal Is. Genius came
to the assistance of the bil 1 sticker, the re¬

sult reminding us of Emei sou's apple cart
that collided with a star. <Cheret, Grasset,
Lautrec, Bac, even Milla is and Detaille,
who had been shut up In charmed circles,
began to break off like th e "Marseillaise"
In the mob. Brick and mo rtar took on the
esoteric airs of the French mystics. There
were symphonies on the curbstone and mis¬
sals growing on ailantims trees. The
blessed damosejles began to outcrop on lamp
posts; Aspasia. Melitta, Giycera and Aphro¬
dite winked an eye to the hod carrier and'
the dust man, and ogled t he golden youth
through the pickets.
The restlessness and the abandonment of

the century-end-amateur foiind a new means
of expression In the poster. The freedom of
the pave came the rescu-e of the Latin
Quarter. Cimabue and Gi otto, with pen
and pencil, came out of th elr deep sleep to
perform a saraband on th e new barricade
of decoration.
In Its first throes of li fe the poster was

of course a little purulent and obstreperous.
It smashed things, as a lusty baby will,
particularly perspective and clalr-obscur.
and ripped up intelligiblli ty with purples
and yellows. Its impulse v^as to smite. It
was tired of green trees and blue skies and
ennuied beauty. It insisted on creating
things Its own way. and made planets
grown on marshes and skun k cabbages re¬
volve around the sun.

Beardsle.v was shrewd p-DOugh to avail
himself of the circumambient cussedness of
the times, and formulated* it. His working
postulate was: "All beauty perishes, there¬
fore stick to candlesticks-" His theory of
art was: "Color lh the h.'ghest expression
of Anarchy if you know now to use it."
But presently the postt'r kicked itself

loose from these swaddling clothes of Bed¬
lam and came out temppre<-i, but still origi¬
nal. It began to poke its aesthetic nose into
new circles, just as Offenbach's chansons
did twenty-five years ago. My lady picked
it up. first with the tongs, and then with
her dainty fingers. It caught her eye very
much as George Meredlthi had caught her
ear. It relieved her from thinking just as
Lillian Russell does. It li'fted her on float¬
ing lines, just as Lole Fuller lifts the im¬
agination of earth-rooted .man.
At first she contemplated it afar off.

Then she put It in her portfolio, and once
there, the poster, like a new bacillus, be¬
gan to reproduce its kind, aDd presently the
port in.io was full of him. There was no
gallery so pi.iuantiy up to date, no print
shop no free and reckless and affluent with
an Elizabethan freedom of life Xothin»
else s«, i learly put into lorrn the absolutely
new woman, it revelled in new lines and
spread colors with an enkindling .audacitv
It suddenly exhibited the wanton.ness ami
lissonu-ness of the ballerina assolu ta, with
the lurking occultism of the Roman Vestal,
it was both a temntation and a revelation.

r was as If melody, having been driven
out of sounds, had suddenly found a uew
voice in color, and the dead walls, '.he port¬
folios and the collectors* stands loegan to
cuirp and carol with the new ballads of
the people. A
Xow what 'floes all this mean? Simply

'.ns, that the poster Is a new vehicle of ex¬
pression for the sensuous gay«ty of heart
ana spontaneous love of beauty that are
ineradicable in men. More thrtn that, we
can see that the diffusion of art does not
debase it, for the poster has ;?rown steadily
jrom vulgarity to soberness without losing
"¦aste with the people. When such estab¬
lishments as those of the Helpers and the
^ entury took hold of the poster It began to
5? u ne^ authority. And after their
shower, we found the collector's going about

fallen
and 8tran *e things had

These Frenchmen have shov/n us In the
poster tfce enormous possibilities of a sug-
gestiveness in art, transferred from mi¬
metic. to pictorial expressions. They have
carried the convolutions of drapery as far
Jn1", mm fashi°n plate rectarigularity as

can take t-hem, and in
they have relieved t he contempo¬

raneous mind from a depression that was
no doubt responsible In great measure for
the pessimism of the age.^NYM CRINKLE.

UNDERWATER
TO pfiOKEN.

May Yet Hide
iij the Nortli

HiVer Tunnel.
WORK TO BEGIN

ftfi.m NEXT JUNE.
It Is &oii}g to Gost Millions,

but Seems Sure of
fleiqg Completed

This Time.
Work is to be resumed on tie North

River tunnel the first of June. Within a

reasonable time it will be possible for the
residents of Hoboken to journey to New
York in less time than it at present takes
for the ferryboat to enter and leave the
slip. A revolution will be woilo-d in the
land values of New York's Jersey suburbs,
and all manner of benefits are expected
to result from the carrying out of a
scheme that most people have considered
dead. There is a better promise of success
for the undertaking now than at any time
since the project was suggested.
For many years a solitary watch¬

man has guarded the building at the fcot
of Christopher street, which has represent¬
ed the buried hopes of rhe promoters of
th-i North River tunnel. American stock
holders have looked upon the man as the
last thread which holds to earth the money
they have sunk under the waters of the
Htidson. In a few months the lone watch¬
man will be ieplaced by a scoi;e of busy
workmen, and the work of boring under
the big river will be resumed.
Since the failure of the supply of funria

with which to carry on the work, in 1802,
nothing has been done toward the comple¬
tion of the enterprise, and it was thought
by seme stockholders that the project w.js
t be given up. The mortgage is about
to te foreclosed on the tunuei and tne
company reorganized. Sir Weetman Peur-
soi\ M. P. Bart, :t member ot the worii*.-
'lenowned contracting linn of S. Pearson
& Son, of London, recently stopped in this
city while on his way u) Mexico for tLe
purpose of conferring with the representa¬
tives of the American stockholders, with a
view to a reorganization of the company
and the ultimate resumption of work in the
tannel. -

After several conferences with Charles
M. Jacobs, the consulting engineer, and
Daniel Lord, of Lord, Day & Lord, who
have represented the English capitalists
interested in the enterprise, a plan was
formulated for the continuation of the
work. As soon as the mortgage, which is
held by S Pearson & Son, is foreclosed,
and the company reorganized, contracts will
be made and the work rushed to a speedy
completion. It is thought $1,000,000 will
be raised in this country and the same
amount in London.
The tunnel enterprise has experienced

many vicissitudes since its inauguration,
funds for the carrying on of the work giv¬
ing out several times. The project was
started by T. W. Park, who secured a fran¬
chise in 1870 for a double cylindrical shaft
to be drilled under the Hudson River be¬
tween Hoboken and this city. De Witt C.
Haskins, the engineer, became interested
in the project, and was Induced to take
charge of the undertaking. After a great
deal of trouble in raising money with which
to start the work, land was broken late in
the year 1880, ten years after a franchise
had been granted to the originators.
After working twelve years the projector,

Trenor W. Park, died, but provided that the
work should be carried on by the estate.
During the next year funds gave out, and
De Witt Haskins, the engineer who had
been in charge of the work since the com¬
mencement, was succeeded by S. Pearson &
Son, of London. In the same year this Lon¬
don firm entered a lien on the tunnel for
services. In the Fall of the following year
the funds again gave out, and the work was
stopped for the third time, and nothing has
been done toward finishing it since.
Before work had been stopped in 1802 it

was discovered that in the large steel cyl¬
inders were several cracks, which leaked
somewhat, but they were supposed to be in¬
significant. Since that time, however, the
tunnel has been gradually filling, and at
present is completely filled with water. It
will be necessary to pump this out before
work can be resumed.

Catest prepe^ posters.
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TRAPPINGS OF ROYALTY.

Barbaric Splendor in Bejewelled Crown,
Sceptre, Etc., to Be Seen at th®

Coronation of the Czar.

When Nicholas II.

of all the Russias next
May there will be

a vast quantity of

royal trappings and

insignia sent from St.

Petersburg to Moscow

in order to make the

ceremony the most

magnificent in Its

splendor that this cen¬

tury has seen. The

crown itself, which

will be placed upon
the young man's head,
is, of course, the
principal of the Incal¬
culably costly object®
.the "props" an act¬
or would call them.
of the gorgeous show.

It is made after .a

Byzantine model, and
its value is estimated
at more than a mill¬
ion dollars. It is com¬

posed of two parts,
symbolizing the em¬

pire of the Orient and
that of the Occident.
In the centre is set
a splendid ruby, pear-
shaped, to which are

affixed five diamonds,
forming a cross.

This marvellous piece
of jeweller's art was

made originally for
the Empress Cather¬
ine II., for her coro¬

nation. It was the
masterpiece of a

Swiss jeweller, "rora
Geneva, named Pauz-
zlc. Nothing more is
known of this maker
of crowns but his
name.
The sceptre which

the young Czar will
hold is that which his
predecessor,Paul, first
grasped when he as¬
cended the throne In
1797, and it is even

more remarkable than
the crowu itself, for
in it sparkles and
blazes one of the
largest diamonds in
the world, called by
the Russians the
"Lazaref," but com¬

monly known as the
"Orloff" diamond. It
weighs 199% carats, 8
carats more than the
Kohlnoor, and was

bought at Amsterdam
by Count Alexis Or¬
loff for $400,000.

crowned Emperor

SUGAR THAT FLOATS.
Here Is an Interesting Experiment with

Which You Can Surprise
Your Friends.

Here Is a pleasant little trick that will
mystify the guests at a dinner party, un¬

less they read here how sugar may be
made to float upon the surface of tea or
coffee In the cup. Take a few lumps of
sugar and dip them for an instant in a
weak solution of collodion, which may Jhr
obtained at any store where photo&aph-
ers' supplies are sold.
Expose the lumps to the air for a few

days, in order to give the ether in the
mixture time to evaporate, and leave be¬
hind only a thin collodion skin or en¬
velope. Pass this sugar out, preferably
when iced tea is being served, and, to
their surprise, the lumps, after remaining
at the bottom of the glass for a few mo¬
ments, will rise to the surface, and refuse
to sink, even when tapped by the spoon.
The fact is, the apparent sugar is a

delusion. The real sugar has been dis¬
solved, and only the thin envelope of the
collodion which filled the Interstices re¬
main.
The illusion presented by this "ghost"

of the sugar lump is perfect, as it floats
lightly on the surface. Taken between
the thumb and forefinger It- collapses Into
a .gelatinous mass.

SALON DfS

WILL PAY FOR HIS NAME.
This Concern Jffers $100 a Year to a Law¬

yer for th- Use of His Letter Heads
ir Collecting Debts.

An advertisement appeared In a recent
issue of I Sunday newspaper that throws
some lt/tit upon the unscrupulous methods
followed by some of the so-called collection
^fencies of the city. It reads as follows:
"A large manufacturing concern desires

o secure the services of an attorney at
aw of good standing to the extent of per¬
mitting the use of his name as a slgna-
ure to peppery letters to be addressed to
slow paying customers. To the right
:jarty we will pay $100 per annum."
In other words, this concern is willing to

pay $100 for the use of a lawyer's name
t0 sign the bulldozing and threatening let-
lers, intended to make the slow payer be¬
lieve that legal proceedings are contem¬
plated. This "may be within the law, but
the personation of city marshals by em¬
ployes of the collection agencies and the
actual »employment of city marshal*
and their deputies as collectors, in
which private capacity they pretend to be
acting officially, making a great show of
"papers" and badges are regarded as di¬
rect violations of law, but so common that
no one ever thinks of questioning their
acts.

BELLEVUE'S
NEW ByiTJk

The Best That
Modem Science

Could DeVise.
NO PSPIT.AL

BAN EQU^L IT.
Separate ^ooqs for Suffer¬

ers from Different Dis¬
eases^ With Up-to-D ate

Equipment.
.. . v

In a few weeks Bellevue Hospital will
possess a set of baths which, for luxury
anA convenience, will far surpass the cele¬
brated baths of the famous old Roman
emperors. Not only have the best feat¬
ures of the Turkish, Roman and Russian
systems been utilized and improved upon,
but every detail in the most modern plans
has been carefully inspected by the most
competent men in the line, acting under
the instruction of celebrated scientists.
Some time ago, upon the urgent request

of the physicians connected with the Insti¬
tution, $10,000 was appropriated for the
establishment of a set of baths which they
claimed would do more good In many In¬
stances than a large amount of medicine.
Plans were drawn, and upon their approval
contracts were awarded and the work be¬
gun. The baths are located In the base¬
ment in the rear of the main building, di¬
rectly under the superintendent's office.
The system is divided into a series of

eight rooms, each of which has It* own

particular place in the list of diseases
affecting the patients.
In the first room, a spacious bath, S

feet by 2, is supplied from three faucets,
labelled, respectively, "Ice," "Gold,"
"Hot." Nor does one have to wait Ave
minutes for the "hot" water to run out;
it does so the moment it is permitted to
escape. A glass thermometer shows the
exact temperature of the room and en¬

ables a watchful attendant to keep It at
the proper point.
Room two is devoted to the sulphur and

electric baths. It has one cabinet bath,
two sulphur baths and one of the electric-
therapeutic kind, regulated by colls In the
centre of the chamber. The heating and
ventilating appliances are of the modern
design, and the fresh air taken from tho
outside is heated before penetrating the
apartment.
Passing to the third room, one finds the

spray, douche and shower baths, fitted
with pipes from which either steam-heated,
moderate or ice-cold water can be drawn
by simply turning the faucet one way or

tie other. These, it is believed, probably
eclipse in completeness anything of a si
lar nature in the United States.
Probably the most elaborate room is No.

4. In this are four tubs, two described as

"ordinary," one as "medicated," and onft
as "emergency," supplemented by two nee¬
dle sprays. The "medicated" tub is to be
devoted to patients whose diseases require
the mixture of various drugs or ointments
with the water in which they bathe, espe¬
cially those suffering from skin troubles
and kindred complaints, while the emer¬

gency bath is to be used only where more

powerful ingredients are introduced into
the water required by the patient. Like
all the other rooms, it is floored with mar¬

ble, finished in hard wood, and oeiled with
a pattern of linoleum, having the appear¬
ance Of elaborate tiling.
A perfect system of vapor baths is to

be found in the next apartment, which
measures 13 feet 6 Inches in length and
reaches a breadth of 10 feet. Its sani-
tarv details are perfect in every respect,
and the amount of good to be accomplished
by this means is almost Incalculable.


